So                    LECTURES AND ESSAYS

by a symbolic conception which represents the
thing desired as doing good to the complex
abstraction self. This abstraction serves thus
to support and hold together those complex
and remote motives which make up by far the
greater part of the life of the intelligent races.
When a thing is desired for no immediate
pleasure that it can bring, it is generally
desired on account of a certain symbolic sub-
stitute for pleasure, the feeling that this thing
is suitable to the self. And, as in many like
cases, this feeling, which at first derived its
pleasurable nature from the faintly represented
simple pleasures of which it was a symbol,
ceases after a time to recall them and becomes
a simple pleasure itself. In this way the self
becomes a sort of centre about which our re-
moter motives revolve, and to which they
always have regard ; in virtue of which, more-
over, they become immediate and simple, from
having been complex and remote.

If we consider now the simpler races of
mankind, we slall find not only that immediate
desires play a far larger part in their lives, and
so that the conception of self is less used and
less developed, but also that it is less definite
and more wide. The savage is not only hurt
when anybody treads on his foot, but when
anybody treads on his tribe. He may lose his
hut, and his wife, and his opportunities of